
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.
^IMWIBCENCKS CONNECTED WITH THE EARLY

HISTORY OF THE GOVERNMENT.

The first Executive session of the Senate was

held on the 25th May, 1789. The first business
submitted by President Washington related to
treaties with the Northern tribes of Indians and
those Northwest of the Ohio.
A convention between the King of France and

the United States in regard to the functions and
prerogatives of consuls, kc. was also submitted.

Mr. Jefferson desiring to return, Wm. Short,
Esq. wa* nominated on the 16th June, and confirm¬
ed as Minister to France on the 17th June, 1,789.

JLmong the nominations advised and consented to
ob the 20th August, 1789, was that of Arthur
8t. Clair to be Governor of the Western Terri¬
tory. The same gentleman was nominated by Pre¬
sident Adams on the 1st January, 1798, to be
Governor of the Territory Northwest of the River
Ohio for another period established by law, and was
.onfirmed on the 12th January, 1798. It will b«
renombered that he was dismissed from office by
President Jefferson on the22d day of November,
1802, for language considered disrespectful to the

Congress of the United States in asserting the doc¬
trine of Territorial sovereignty.
On the 21st of August, 1789, the Senate adopted

the following resolution as to the mode of commu¬

nication proper to be pursued between the Presi¬
dent of the United States and the Senate in the
iarmation of treaties and making appointments to
s&ces:

44 RetolveJ, That when nominations shall be made in

Writing by the Preaident of the United StAtes to the Sen¬
ate a future day shall be assigned, unless the Senate
emaeimously direct otherwise, for taking them into con-

¦Mention. That when the President of the United States
shall meet the Senate in the Senate chamber, the Presi¬
dent of the Senate shall have a chair on the floor, be
ooasidered as at the head of the Senate, and his chair
shall be assigned to the President of the United States.
Vhst when the Senate shall be convened by the President
at the United States to any other place the President of
*he Senate and Senators shall attend at the place ap¬
pointed. The Secretary of the Senate shall also attend
te take the minutes of the Senate. That »11 questions
shall be put by the President of the Senate, either in the
presence or absence of the President of the United States;
and the Senators shall signify their assent or dissent by
answering, viva voce, ay or no."

And on the same day the President gave no¬

tice that he would meet the Senate in the Senate
chamber, at half-past 11 o'clock to-morrow, to ad-
wise with them on the terms of the treaty to be ne¬

gotiated with the Southern Indians.
Accordingly the President entered the SeAe

chamber on the 22d August, 1789, "attended by
<3en. Knox, and laid before the Senate a statement
.f facts in regard to the Indians,t he first paragraph
«f which suggested that.
" To conciliate the powerful tribes of Indians in the

Southern district, probably amounting to 14,000 fighting
¦en, and to attach them firmly to the United States, may
be regarded as highly worthy of the serious attention of
Jfieverxunent."

it was agreed subsequently to appropriate tne

sum of twenty thousand dollars to a treaty with the
Creek Indians at the discretion of the President.
On the 11th September, 1789, the President no¬

minated Alexander Hamilton, of New York, to
l>e Secretary of tha Treasury of the United States,
srhich, with other nominations, was confirmed.
On the 24th September the President nominated

for the Supreme Court of the United States the fol¬
lowing persons: John Jay, of New York, Chief
Justice ; John Rutledge, of South Carolina; Jas.
Wilson, of Pennsylvania j William Cubhino, of
Massachusetts; Robert H. Harrison, of Mary¬
land; and John Blair, of Virginia, Associate
Judges.
Among the Attorneys of the United States Dis¬

trict Courts nominated on that day was John Mar¬
shall, of Virginia, afterwards the Chief Justice.
Robert H. Harrison, one of the Associate

Judges, having resigned, James Iredell, of North
Carolina, was nominated for the vacancy on the Sth
.February, 1790.
On the 25th of September, 1789, the President

nominated and the Senate confirmed Thomas Jef¬
ferson as Secretary of State, Edmund Randolph
as Attorney General, and Samuel Osgood as Post-j
-master General.
On the 21st of May, 1790, President Washing-

TON nominated Mr. de Poiery, Secretary to Gen.
Lafayette, for a brevet commission, saying:

*' At present be is an officer in the French National
Goards, and solicits a brevet commission from the United
States of America. I am Authorized to add that, while
the compliance will involve no expense on oar part, it
will be particularly grateful to that friend of America*,'
til* Marquis de Lafayette."

The consent of the Senate was given and the
commission issued.
On the 7th June, 1790, the President nominated

the following persons to fill offices established by
law within the Territory of the United States south
.f the River Ohio : William Blount to be Gov-;
ernor; David Campbell and John McNairy to
be Judges ; and Daniel Smith to be Secretary.
On the 17th June, 1790, the Senate considered

and adopted the following resolution, after rejecting
one proposing to limit appointments to citizens of
£he United States except in special cases of urgent
necessity :

*. Jletolvtd, That It may Y>e expedient to advise and
consent to the appointment of foreigners to the offices of
Consols or Vise-Consols for the United States." '

And thereupon several nominations of foreigners
were confirmed.
On the 17th January, 1791, President Wash¬

ington communicated A complimentary letter from
the King of France, on the occasion of the retire¬
ment of Mr. Jefferson from the French Court.as
Minister Plenipotentiary, in which it was remarked
that " the manner in which he conducted himself
during his residence with us has merited our es¬

teem and entire approbation."
On the 31st of October, 1791, Thomas Johnson,

of Maryland, was nominated as one of the Associate
Justices of the Supremo Court, in place of John
Rutledgc, resigned.
On the same day Timothy Pickering was no¬

minated to be Postmaster General, in place of Samuel
Osgood, resigned.
On the 22d December, 1791, President Wash¬

ington nominated Goyerneor Morris, of New
York, as Minister for the United States at Paris,
and Thomas Pi soknet, of 8outh Carolina, as

Minister at London.
For Several days the 8enate discussed the ques¬

tion whether it would be for the interest of the

United States to appoint Ministers Plenipotentiary
to reside permanently at foreign Courts; but, finally,
on the 12th January, 1792, both of the above no¬

minations were oonfirmed.
On the 11th April, 1792, the Senate confirmed

the nomination of Anthony Wayne to be a Major
General in the Army, in the place of Arthur St.
Clair, resigned.
On the 16th April, 1792, the nomination of

James Wilkinson as Brigadier General was

confirmed.
On the 8th May, 1792, the Senate agreed to the

proposition to authorize the President to conclude a

treaty of peace with the Government of Algiers, at
an expense not exceeding forty thousand dollars,
paid at the signature, and twenty-five thousand to be
paid annually afterwards during the continuance of
the treaty. It was also provided that the President
should pay to Algiers, for the ransom of thirteen
Americans in captivity there, the sum of forty
thousand dollars.
The annual tribute was continued until the 3d

March, 1815, when war was declared against
Algiers.

In his Message to Congress on the subject, dated
February 23d, 1815, recommending wfr, President
Madison referred to hostile proceedings on the part
of the Dey of Algiers against the Consul-General
of the United States, and to " acts of more overt
and direct warfare against the citizens of the United
States trading in the Mediterranean, some of whom
were still detained in captivity." War was accord¬
ingly declared; and, in addition to the employment
of the public vessels of the United States, privateers
were authorized.
The National Intelligencer of the 7th March,

1815, referring to the causes of the war, stated that
when " a person was entrusted, as from the Ameri¬
can merchants in Spain, with the task of endeavor"
ing to procure the liberation of the eleven or twelve
of our citizens captives in Algiers, for whom he was

authorized to give a ransom not exceeding 83,000
per man, the Dey of Algiers replied that not for
two millions of dollars would he sell his Ameri¬
can slaves."

Com. Decatur was dispatched to Algiers to pay
tribute in cannon balls, which he used with good
effect. Com. Bainbridge, with a squadron, was

sent to Tripoli; but Com. Decatur had adjusted
the differences in that quarter, receiving payment
for aggressions and releasing the captives.
On the 2d September, 1815, news was receivod

in Washington of a Treaty of Peace concluded with
the Dey of Algiers, dictated by Com. Decatur,
after the signal defeat of the Algerine squadron.
The Commodore's letters, off Gibraltar, Carthagena,
and Cape Palos, gave the details of the action. An
Algerine frigate, of 46 guns, commanded by Rais
Hainmida, who bore the title of admiral, was cap¬
tured, with 406 prisoners, including the wounded.
About thirty men were killed and thrown overboard.
An Algerine. brig of 22 guns and 180 men was af¬
terwards captured. The Algerine admiral killed
by Decatur was said to have been a Scotchman of
the name of Lyle.

In the Treaty, dated 30th June, 1815, it was

stipulated that no presents or tribute were in future
to be paid by the United States to the Dey of Al¬
giers, and all captives were to be delivered up.
There has been no trouble with the Barbary Powers
since that period.

"HIGH CHURCH" AND "LOW CHURCH."

A correspondent writes that, in paragraphs relative to
the recent election of Provisional Bishop, he sees the ex¬
pressions "low church" and "high church" again made
use of. He desires nn explanation of their original and
present meaning. The information sought might more
properly be expected in religious journals, and any at¬
tempt at an answer in a secular paper must necessarily
be brief and imperfect.
Those who are familiar with the history of England

will remember that King James II. was a Catholic, and,
in consequence of his troubles with his Protestant sub¬
jects, was deposed, and was succeeded by William and
Mary. Many members of the Church of England who
had taken the oath of allegiance to James considered it
unlawful to withdraw their fealty to him during his
lifetime, and refused to take the oath of allegiance to
William and Mary., To such a number of epithets were
applied; among which were Kon-jurors, Jacobites, and
High Churchmen. Non-jurors means literally persons un¬

willing to take an oath ; Jacobites is derived from Jaco¬
bus, the Latin for James, and means the followers of
James: High Churchmen is an epithet applied more
particularly to those who reverence the authority of the
bishops and clergy as of divine institution ; who adhere
to the opinion that their bishops may trace a regular suc¬
cession from the apostles down. High Churchmen also
adhere with great tenacity to the letter of the rubrics
and canons of the church. Low Churchmen are those
who profess to hold religious forms and oeremonies in
low estimation, and to hold quite independent of external
observance the spiritual value of christian ordinances.

Bancroft, Archbishop of Canterbury, and a number of
other bishops, were deprived of their sees in consequence
of refusing to take the oath of allegiance to William and
Mary. The followers of Bancroft were most numerous
in Scotland, and their separation from the Church of
England went no further than as it affected their alle-
giance. The non-jurors continued to pray for JameB and
the Stuart family; and it was not till the accession of
George III. that the cause of their separation from the
Church of England became removed.
Of the four first bishops cf the Protestant Episcopal

Church in the United States, one (Bishop Seabury, »f
Connecticut,^ received consecration at Hhe hands of the
non-juring bishops of Scotland, and the other three from
the Archbishop of Canterbury, who was the successor in
direct line of Tillotson, who succeeded the deposed San-
croft." There was now every prospect that the feud which
had disturbed the Church of England for a century woald
be extended to this country. By the exertion of wise
and good men, conspicuous among whom was the late
Bishop Parker, vf Massachusetts, such a calamity was
prevented. A bishop who had received consecration
from the Archbishop of Canterbury was induced to unite
with one who had received consecration from the non-

juring bishops in the consecration of Dr. Bass, the first
bishop of Massachusetts.
The terms " high church" and " low church" still re¬

tain their original meaning, and have decided adherents
in this country. The leading " high churchmen" are
Bishops Whittingham, of Maryland, and Doane, of New
Jersey; the leading .'low churchman" is Bishop Mcll-
vaine, of Ohio, who has been denounced as "little better
than a Presbyterian. '

In the Diocese of New York the majority of the clergyadhere to the high church dogmas, lhe laity appear to
be almost as decidedly high church ; and it was probably
only their desire to secure a bishop that induced many of
them to abandon the high-church candidate, Dr. Vinton,
and join the clergy in the election of Dr. Potter. The
latter, however, is by no means a "low-churchman," as
he has been styled in many quarters. On the contrary,be has always enjoyed the reputation of being " a con¬
sistent high-churchman." As " a lover of the things that
tend toward peace," his administration, however, will be
likely to receive the cordial support of churchmen of all
classes throughout the length and breadth of the diocese.

[ Xetc York Exprtt*.
Judicial Decision or a Bai> Dixhir..The late Judge

Dooly, of Georgia, was remarkable for his wit. At one
place where he attended court he was not well pleased
with his entertainment at the tavern. On the first d*y
of the court, a hog, under the name of a pig, had bean
cooked whole and laid upon the table. No person attack-
ed it. It wm brought the next day and the next day,
and treated with the same respect; and it was on the ta¬
ble on the day on which the court adjourned. As the
boarders finished their dinner Judge Dooly rose from the
table and in fc solemn manner addressed the clerk. " Mr.
Clerk," said he, " dismiss the hog upon his recognizances
until the first day of next court. He has attended so

faithfully daring the pact term that I don't think it will
be necessary to take any security."

RECOVERY OF IRELAND.

r»OM TBI MBW TURK JOUEJUL or COMMBEC1.
That America haa contributed moat noceaafally to

the recovery of Ireland from that at one time hopeless
.tate of depression, disorganisation, and degradation
which made her once the eurae and the ahame of Eng¬
land is a fact that will now admit of no dispute. Ame¬
rica has offered an asylum to her redundant population,
without which, it ia more than probable, her recovery, or

any advance towards it, could never have been effected.
During the last seven years thla country has been recei*.
ing the poor Irish at the rate of about 220,000 a year.
About a million and a half of her population has, during
that short period, found a home in our happier land.of
that very population which could scarcely find subsist¬
ence of any kind in their own country, and which was
felt as an incubus, and did indeed constitute a canker
upon the United Kingdom. We gave them liberty, pro¬
tection, and a oomfortable livelihood.blessings to which
they had, in a great measure, been strangers all their
lives before. We afforded them the opportunity not only
of helping themselves, but of assisting also their poor re¬
lations aud friends whom they had left behind. The
amount of money sent back from this country to Ireland
by her poor emigrants for the assistance of their connex¬
ions there is one of the most striking phenomena which
her ctrange case presents. It is ascertained, through the
medium of Anglo-American banking-houses, that from
the year 1848 to 1853 the amount has gone on gradually
increasing from about two millions and a half to upwards
of eleven millions of dollars a year 1 A return now be¬
fore us makes a total of £4,851,000 sterling for that pe¬
riod ; the amount for the last year alone of the return
being £1,404,000 sterling, or upwards of seven millions
of dollars. Thus, in five years, have these poor people
beeu able to save out of their earnings and senc back to
the old country about twenty-one millions aid three-
quarters of dollars. A calculation has been mide that,
supposing these sums to have been sent over bj the emi¬
grants of six months or twelve months' previous dates,
it amounts to about twenty dollars transmitted by each
emigrant.a sum quite sufficient, with that which is
known to be transmitted by private hands, to defray the
whole cost of emigration; so that America, not Ireland,
practically pays the expenses of Irish emigration to the
United Statos. Thus, in a two-fold degree, are we aid¬
ing in the recovery of Ireland f$bm the sad condition into
which she had sunk.
Not that we would join in the indiscriminate clamor

against England, as the oppressor and degrader of Ire¬
land. England, it is true, has, in former times, by no
means been fuultless in her conduct towards Ireland.
Still there were great allowances to be made and many
provocations to be considered. The Irish themselves
have been the direst enemies of Ireland. We know from
our own experience of them in this country how difficult
it is to keep them in order, even when interspersed with
and overpowered by a calmer, quieter, and more self-
disciplined people. How much greater, then, may we
not reasonably suppose the difficulty to have been when
they were a people by themselves, and were placed un¬
der the thraldom moreover of a religious system which
set them against the Government and against the laws
under which they liyed !
The British Legislature and Government have, within

the last few years, been doing great things for the regene¬
ration of Ireland. They have effected, for instance, im¬
mense improvements in the face and the fertility of the
country by the drainage of lands. They have further aided
materially in developing the resources of the country by
the dredging, deepening, widening, and straightening of
rivers, the formation of harbors, docks, and piers, and
the construction of various useful publio buildings. Upon
all these objects the publio money of England has been
liberally expended by the Imperial Government. Loans
from the same source have also been freely grantod for
land improvements of every kind; that is to say, when
a land-owner has desired to improve his estate, either by
thorough draining, by subsoiling, by farm yards, or any
other outward and visible means, but has not had the
capital required, he has been enabled to borrow from the
Board of Works, under certain arrangements for the ulti¬
mate return of the loan, with interest. Upon internal
drainage and navigation works alone of a more publio
nature above a million and a half sterling has already
been expended; and, where^private property is benefit¬
ed, the owner pays back a fixed proportion in half-yearly
instalments, in periods varying from twelve to twenty-
three years.

All these improvements, however, would have failed to
have their full effect upon the condition of Ireland, but
for another important publio measure, the Encumbered
Estates Act, as, unhappily, most of the Irish estates
were grievously encumbered ; and not only so, but there
were insuperable difficulties in the way of their transfer-
encc from hand to hand, so as to rid them of suoh encum¬
brances. If an encumbered land owner wished to sell
his estate to a capitalist, there wero legal difficulties in
the way which virtually disabled him from so doing,
and thus the country suffered. But by the act in ques¬
tion commissioners are appointed and empowered to
conduct the operations of sale and transfer and the rid¬
dance of every burden and obstruction. The act has
been in operation for about four years, and already have
its commissioners effected the sales of estates, or leases,
burdened with encumbranees, to the extent of between
thirty and forty millions of pounds sterling. The lands
thus disposed of have mostly fallen into the hands of men
who havo set vigorously to work to improve them, and
have obtained dona fide capable and enterprising tenants,
and thereby broken up that whole vicious system of sub¬
letting and pauper-farming which has long been the bane
of Ireland. Colonies of indolent squatters and other
pauper-peasantry had thus to be removed and made to
look about them.a necessity which has doubtless contri¬
buted in no slight degree to swell the tide of emigration
te this country. The value of these farms has alroady
increased amazingly, and their increasing produce is
rapidly enriching the country.
Nor are the material improvements of Ireland by any

means confined to the cultivation of the land. The mine¬
ral wealth, coal, iron, copper, lead, marble, is being
rapidly developed; her staple* manufacture of flax, in
spinning or weaving, is being vastly extended ; her fishe¬
ries are beginning to be more carefully attended to ; and
her imports as well as her exports are now becoming
much more considerable, and affording better evidence
of the successful results of an advancing productive in¬
dustry. Not only the art and industry, but the general
trade of the country were much assisted by the Dublin
Exhibition last year. That interesting enterprise at
once raised the spirit of the nation, which was itself a

great gain; and its beneficial effects are now assuming a
settled and permanent form. The railways, too, of Ire¬
land, are affording facilities for intercourse and traffio
which give an impetus to every thing else, and thus con¬
tribute a mostimportant shars in the general improvement.
And when, in addition to all this, we find that it is not

industrially merely, not simply in her material interests,
as her agriculture, her manufactures, her commerce, that
Ireland is improving, but also in her political, moral, and
social interests, we think it is not too much to hope tbm
at last her national regenemtion has in good earnest be¬
gun. America, we repeat, has had much to do with it.
The very circumstance of the greater freedom of action
and finer field of enterprise here having drawn off so

many of her turbulent spirits and extracted so much of
her discontent is of immense advantage to her. In pro¬
portion, therefore, as Ireland advances in prosperity
should be the feeling of gratitude of the United Kingdom
to the United 8tates.

Nit Despe&andum..While there is life there is hope,
is an old adage, and it is sometimes curiously illustrated.
Persons given up to die are often saved by the superior
energy of a nurse who has hope, but many keep off the
king of terrors, for a time at least, by their superior de¬
termination. Old Major Dash, who won his brevet in
the war of 1812, was suddenly taken down with the
cholera. It was at the time of its first appearance on

this continent, and our physiciana had very little expe¬
rience. The Major sank rapidly, and a consultation was
called. Several doctors, after " putting their heads to¬

gether," came to the conclusion that the patient was fatally
sick, past recovery. No one, however, would make the
announcement; when the Major, suspecting the case,
turned to i young docUtr present and said : " What is the
report?" "That you can't live." "Not a chance?"
asked the Major with severity. "Yes," oontinued young
hopeful; "just one chance in a hundred thousand."
" Then, why the don't you work away on that
chance ?" returned the major with a voice of thunder,
The hint was taken and the iuvincible soldier was saved.
The white hairs and the glistening sword of this old sol-
dier waved along the victorious lines of our troops in
Mexico; but he at last had to yield to a foe, if not more

courageous, yet more insatiable, and he now sleeps upon
his native banks of the Hudson.

Thru Pebsuhs Killed..A telegraphic despatch to
the Richmond Bulletin, dated at Lynchburg, October 4th,
gives some particulars of a dreadful occurrence on the
8outh-3ide Railroad on Tuesday night. It appears that
an obstruction had been placed across the track at the
bridge over Archer's creek by some persons unknown,
and on the arrival of the train at that point a concussion
took place which caused the bridge to give way. The
locomotive was precipitated into the creek below, a dis¬
tance of about forty feet, instantly killing three of the
hands employed on the train.

Mr. Qsorob W. Gbebk, a banker, has been oommitted
to jail at Chicago on a charge of having poisoned his
wife with strychnine. The evidence thus far produced
against him, taken before a sorouer'i jury, is circum¬
stantial and ex-parte.

WHY EPIDEMICS RAGE AT NIGHT.

It wu in one night that four thousand persona perish¬
ed of th« plague in London. It was bj night that the
army of Sennacharib was destroyed. Both in England
and on the continent a large portion of'cholera caaea in
ita several forma have been observed to have occurred
between one and two o'clook in the morning. The dan¬
ger of expoaure to the night air haa been a theme of phy¬
sicians from time immemorial; but it ia remarkable that
they have never yet oalled in the aid of chemiatry to ao-
count for the fact.

It is at night that the atratum of air neareat the ground
must always be the most charged with the particles of
animalixed matter given out from the akin and delete¬
rious gases, such as carbonio acid gaa, the product of
respiration, and sulphuretted hydrogen, the product of
the sewers. In the day gases and various substances of
all kinds rit»e in the air by the rarefaction of the heat.
At night, when this rarefaction leaves, they fall by an in¬
crease of gravity, if imperfectly mixed with the atmo¬
sphere ; while the gases evolved during the night, instead
of ascending, remain at nearly the same level. It is
known that carbonic acid ga8 at a low temperature par¬
takes so nearly of the nature' of a fluid that it may be
poured out of one vessel into another. It rises at the
temperature at whioh it is exhaled from the lungs, but
its tendency is towards the floor or the bed of the sleeper
in cold and unventilated rooms.
At Hamburg the alarm of oholera at night in some

parts of the city was so great that many refused to go to
bed, lest they should be attacked unawares in their sleep.
Sitting up they probably kept their stoves or open fires
burning for the sake of warmth, and that warmth gives
the expansion to any deleterious gaseB present, wbioh
would best promote their escape and promote their dilu¬
tion in the atmosphere. The means of safety were then
unconsciously assured. At Sierra Leone the natives have
a practice in the sickly season of keeping fires constantly
burning in their huts at night, assigning that the fires
kept away the evil spirits, to which, in their ignoranoe,
they attributed the fever and ague. Latterly Europeans
have begun to adopt the same practioe, and those who
have tried it assert that they have now entire immunity
from the tropical fevers to which they were formerly sub¬
jected.

In the epidemics of the middle ages fires used to be
lighted in the streets for the purification of the air, and in
the plague of London in 1686 fires in' the streets were at
one time kept burning incessantly, till extinguished by a
violent storm of rain. Latterly trains of gunpowder have
been fired and cannon discharged for the same object; but
it is obvious that these measures, although sound in prin¬
ciple, must necessarily, out of doors, be on too small
a scale, as measured against an ocean of atmosphe¬
ric air, to produce any sensible effect. Within doors,
however, the case is different. It is quite possible to heat
a room sufficiently to produce a rarefaction and conse¬

quent dilution of any malignant gases it may contain, and
it is of course the air of the room, and that alone, at night
which comes in contact with the lungs of the person
sleeping.. Westminster Review.

EPIDEMICS IN NEW ORLEANS.

The New Orleans Medical News of the 15th instant
publishes an account of a meeting of the Physico Med -

cal Society of that city, at which several Ph{8l0iaD3lated the results of their experience in regard to the dis¬
eases of yellow fever and cholera. Among others, Dr.
Thomas Huwt made some interesting remarks relative to
the visit of yellow fever to that city during the present
season. Alter alluding to the first appearance of the dis¬
ease and remarking that it had visited every section of
the city, he observed that the origin of the yellow fever
has always been independent of contagion, and that it
generally originates and is most fatal in low, damp,
filthy, and crowded localities. New Orleans, he said,
was particularly liable to its invasions from the fact that
it was built on alluvial soil; its streets not properly grad¬
ed . many of its lots frequently covered with stagnant
water from which foul gases arose ; that the scavengers
deposites were made in the immediate vicinity of the
city ; and that the drainage was very imperfect. He re¬
marked that the abominable condition of the levee, streets,
and lots could not fail to engender and spread disease.
It was idle, he said, to talk of the importation of yellow
fever from abroad when there existed causes sufficient to
produce it at home.

,Dr. Fknnkk, another physician, stated that m tne
Charity Hospital he had seen a number of cases in which
both yellow fever and cholera had attacked the same pa¬
tient. At the outset the patient presented all^ symp¬
toms of yillow fever, but on the second or third day the
cholera set in, and the patient seldom survived the com¬
bined attack of two such formidable diseases.
On the 21st instant the yellow fever still continued its

ravages, and over fifteen hundred persons had fallen vic¬
tims to the disease. The cholera also prevailed to a con¬
siderable extent, and the heavy rains of the four pre¬
vious days had much augmented the amount of sickness.

THE MASTODONS OF NEW YORK.

A statement in this paper, copied from the Albany
Register of the 26th, and purporting to come from an
authentic source, to the effect that the bones of a mas¬
todon had been discovered in a spot near Poughkeepsie,
and that Prof. Morsk, the inventor of the electric tele¬
graph, was engaged in the work of their reconstruction,
needs some correction to agree with the facts on which
the story was founded- The truth of the matter ib this:
Some two weeks ago some laborers, in digging, three

miles east of Poughkeepsie, accidentally disinterred a
large bone, which was decided to be one of the vertebrae
of a mastodon. A scientific gentleman who was present
at the discovery desired to continue the examinations in
order to obtain the complete skeleton, but was prevented
in consequence of the rapid filling up of the trench with
water, the ground in that neighborhood being very
marshy. An expenditure of four hundred dollars would
be necessary to drain the land sufficiently to allow of
further operations. When that sum shall be raised, 1 rof.
Morse has volunteered his valuable assistance idi disin¬
terring and putting together the remains of the Fougto-
keepsie megatherium, if any such creature should turn
u». That the prosecution of the excavation will reward
the explorer for his expense and trouble is more than

P°Theleregion along the banks of the Hudson, above the
highland, appears to have been a favorite locality for
these gigantic quadrupeds. Indeed, it was here that the
first evidences of the existence of their remains on this
continent were procured. Godman, the Late
naturalist, informs us that as early as 1 <12 a letter from
Dr. Mather to Dr. Woodward was published in the I hilo-
sophical Transactions, announcing that soma teeth and
bones of monstrous size had been discovered at Albany ;
and in 1801, eighty-nine years afterwards, the first skele¬
ton known in modern times of this wonderful animal was
disentombed on the shores of the Hudson, about eighty
miles below.

, . ..Rembrandt Peale has written a minute account of the
exertions of his father and himself in a transaction in¬

teresting to the scientific world. A German f»rm®r in
1799, living in the vicinity of Newburgh, while digging a
marl pit came upon a number of bones, which, on ac¬
count of their remarkable siie, he preserved in his gar¬
ret or granary, where they were sometimes visited by tho
curious. Fortunately Mr. C. W. Peale was able to buy
these fragments, which went a good way towards consti¬tuting an entire skeleton. For three months the fathe
and son, with numerous workmen and expensive machine¬
ry, patiently pursued their excavations ever an area^ofmany square miles. Sometimes two hundred laborers
were employed simultaneously. The narrative of the ex¬
citements and the discouragements incident to their toils
is of deep interest, but too detailed for extended quot*"
tion. When their success was finally crowned by the
long-sought and long-deferred discovery of the enormousundVjaw, - the unconscious woods," says Rembrand
l'eale, "echoed with repeated huzzahs, which could not
have been more animated if every tree had P^icipateuin the joy. ' Gracious God, what a jaw . How ma y
animals have been crushed by it!' was the exclamauon
of all. A fresh supply of grog went round, and tht
hearty fellows, covered with mud, continued the search
with increasing vigor." Thus terminated this strange
aud laborious campaign of three months. Our v«n«ra
ble relics," says the narrator, " were carefully packed up
in distinct cases, aud, loading two wagons with them, we
bade adieu to the valleys and stupendous m°«nUinsof
Shawangunki" From the bones thus chained two skele¬
tons, nearly perfect, were framed, the summitof the head
and the end of the tail in each case being the on.y de-

^Thero'is, therefore, reason to suppose thatasimilar
result might attend further experiments of the .««J"®din the neighborhood of Poughkeepsie. All that is want¬
ing, probably, is a subscription for the small amount
which we have mentioned to add another to the scant
collection now existing of these memorials of an age an¬
terior to the periods of authentic history. But if there
be not scientific enthusiasm and enterprise enough to ac¬

complish the undertaking we may pre.umeU wiUprove
an inviting speculation to the showman..V. Y. Ev. rat

Gurxiho Accinwrrs..Dr. Johk W. 8bixlds, a young
phjsician of Frederick, (Md.) accidentally killed himsel
on Tuesday last by the discharge of his own gun whilst
on a gunning excursion. The Frederick Herald speaks
of him as a young gentleman of great promise.
A fatal running accident occurred on one of the

islands of Lake Winnipisseogee on the 24th instant. A
lad named Aurin Brown, while oAt gunning, raised his
gun to strike some apples from a tree and brought the
tun down with such force as to explode the cap. The
entire charge entered his face, killing him instantly.

REMINISCENCES OF THE LIFE OF A MERCHANT.
niCUT HALTS, or BUBOPB AWD AMBEJCA.

Mr. Vimomt Noltb reaidea in Hamburgh, and mi
seventy-fire years of age laat Norember. He is a German
by descent, was born at Leghorn, in Italy, and is a oiti-
aen of tbe United States. He haa lived in Leghorn,Trieste, and Venioe, in Nantes, Paris, Amsterdam/lion-
don, Philadelphia, and New Orleans. How many times
he has crossed the Atlantic we are afraid to say. Aa he
left his birth-place in his ninth year, hia wanderings have
lasted for some sixty years, during whioh the longest
period of abode in any one place seems to have been his
residence at New Orleans. Mr. Vincente Nolte saw Bo¬
naparte at Leghorn, after Aroole, in 1796, and he saw
Wellington and the allies at Paris in 1815. He fought
under Jackson at New Orleans in 1814, and was with
Lafayette in Paris during the revolution of 1830. He
sailed down the Ohio and Mississippi in flatboats in the
winter of 1811, and he eailrd down the Danube, through
the Turkish Principalities, to Odtesa, in 1841.
At the invitation of Fulton he was present at the start¬

ing of the Clermont on its trial trip to Albany; saw it
move straight out into the middle of the river, hover
round in a circle twice, and move up tbe stream. He was
shipwrecked on the Carysfort Reef, off the ooast of Flo¬
rida ; was imprisoned in the Queen's Bench, in London;
and bad the yellow fever in New Orleana^

Mr. Nolte has been a merchant; the " giant of cotton
speculation " at New Orleans; aoontraotor for supplying
muskets for the French army; the mercantile agent in
Cuba and the United States of tbe house of Hope & Co.,
of Amsterdam ; an agent of the Barings; an operator in
stocks ; a translator of manuscripts at Venice ; a member
of the company of the Trttor de Numumatiqu* et dt Qlyp-
tique; a writer en finance ; an editor. He stood in busi¬
ness relations with, he enjoyed the acquaintance of most
of the great men of " high finanoe" of the last half cen¬
tury.with the Baring*, Laboucbere, Hottiaguer, Lafitte,
and the great financier of the Empire, Ouvraril.

In his wanderings everywhere Mr. Nolte seems always
to have had the luck to get there in the nick of time to
see somebody or something of interest. It sometimes
happens with persons of vivid imagination that in old
age what they have seen becomes mixed up with what
they have heard described, and which they picture to
themselves in such lively colors that they4hink of it and
describe it as actually witnessed by themselves. Wo do
not know that this has baen the case with Mr. Nolte.
Certain it is that so erowded with great events and move¬
ments, military, civil, financial, and industrial, have the
last fifty years been, that the man who spent his time in
wandering up and down on the face of the earth, as it
was Mr. Nolte's fortune to do, could not fail to see much
if he had -a seeing eye. This qualification he was far
from lacking. Versatile and vivacious, quiok to think
and quick to act, a ready reader of men's faoes and
thoughts, Nolte was the very man to seek such adven¬
tures and to describe them.
He says there is Italian blood in his veins, and those

who read his life will agree with him in thinking it likely.His memoirs remind us constantly of that other Italian,Benvenuto Cellini, and may take their place by the side
of his in that most interesting and instructive branch of
literature, that most peculiar and, in some respects, mostvaluable class of books, autobiography. The very fact
of a man's writing his own life indicates a character out
of the ordinary line, and prepares us for something in¬
teresting because unique ; it implies simplicity of a cer¬
tain kind, and an open frankness.
We have few English autobiographies. If this fact in¬

dicates a national trait, it does not necessarily imply a
national defect of character. It is not always the quali¬ties we most admire in the man whioh make him interest
us in his autobiography. The simplicity of egotism, lo¬
quacious vanity, make very pleasant reading, but not
often a pleasant companion or friend. What a fund of
entertainment there is in Madame D'Arblay's Diary and
Letters! Vet how full of the vivacious vanity of the au¬
thor of Evelina ! Who would strike out a page of Bos-
well's Johnson ? Yet what page of the whole book is not
marked with the Doctor's imperiousness and Boxzy's ob-

Mr. Nolte in 1853 published in German his account of
his experiences and adventures in the multifarious ca¬
pacities he has filled and the countries he has lived in.
The EDgliBh translation of his memoirs (if a translation)is well done, and is an excellent specimen of easy col¬
loquial English. As Mr. Nolte is equally at home in the
languages as well as among the people of Germany,France, and England and America, we do not aee whyhe could not furnish us with the English original as well
as the German.
What was it that sent this man thus wandering over

the earth ? The spirit of mercantile speculation ; specu¬lation, we say, not the narrow spirit or the tradesman
who contents himself with being the mere channel, the
conduit pipe through which supplies pass from producerto consumer. On such small spirits Mr. Vincent Nolte
quite looks down. 44 What is usually understood," sayshe " by the word merchant is simply the factor of sales
' and purchases. This man, no matter how extended his
' trade, remains what in the mercantile categories of
' south Germany, particularly in Austria, is called a
' wholesale tradesman; he is but a tradesman, and not a
' merchant in the true spirit of that word. It is the
' speculative spirit alone which marks the real merchant.
' Aud the use of this spirit, when kept subordinate to his
' actual clearly known means, which requires from him a
4 prevision and observation of all possible results that
4 may occur, is what procures for him a character for
4 prudence."
Mr. Nolte seems to have felt no doubt of his possess¬ing this true mercantile spirit in a large degree, what¬

ever doubts his narrative may leave on the reader's mind
on this point. Ac6ordingIy his life has been one series
of ceaseless speculations, his chief, most successful, but
ultimately disastrous, operations being in the cotton
market of New Orleans. There can be no doubt that Mr.
Nolte had some talent and a real intense love for mer¬
cantile speculations. It is, we think, a great mistake to
attribute the devotion to business of many merchants
who, even after acquiring fortune, seem fastened by a kind
of fascination to their counting-houses, to the love of
money. The force of old habit in part, but chiefly a real
love, a natural or acquired taste for the combinations and
the calculations, the wide-reaching views, the uncertain¬
ties, and the triumphs of mercantile life, is what takes
many an aged merchant from what we call the enjoymentof his money, and keeps him busy in making more.
There is, no doubt, a genius for mercantile speculation,just as there is for the combination and manosuvre of

forces in the field, for art, for authorship. The merchant
ereots a fortune as the builder builds a ship, and takes
the same pride in seeing it gradually rise, in noble pro¬portions, the work of patient industry, of wise foresight,of knowledge, and of study. To set down the Sordid love
of money as the leading motive of a life like that of Astor
or Girard, or even such a nomade as Vincent Nolte, is
utterly to mistake the character of such men. We would
not be understood as justifying an inordinate devotion to
business. That it cramps and distorts the character,'
that it unfits for many other and even higher enjoymentsand employments of life and the society of families and
friends, is no less true, no more true of this than of anyother disproportionately developed taste or faculty. And
yet, if any thing very great is to be looked for on earth,
it must be at the expense of very great effort. So said
the ancients; and we do not know that modern wisdom
has found out the contrary. Mr. Vincent Nolte thinks
he would have made a painter, because he had, he says,
a powerful imagination, diligence, and perseveranot; but
he began life as a clerk in the house of Otto Franck & Co.,
at Leghorn, in 1795, while drawing caricatures, tho thea¬
tres, dress, and flirtation formed his real occupation. His
tailor's bill at the end of a year presented the 44 not in¬
considerable sum total twelve coats of all colors and
twenty-two pairs of hose and pantaloons, which were just
then coming into fashion." The expenses of this rather
fast life for a youth of sixteen were defrayed in a manner
which Mr. Nolte relates with delicious naivete, a commu¬
nicative simplicity which marks the whole book, and
which paints the author for you as vividly as he paints
others. lie says:

441 sauntered about, made sketches of the French soldieryand the street groups, invented all kinds of follies to pass
away the time, and spent considerable sums of money. An¬
tonio Antoni, the old cashier of our establishment, had too
much respect for the son of his former master and the nephewof his present one to deny me anything; so he gave mo all
I asked, and that he had a good reason for to doing and for
keeping me in a good humor was afterwards made manifest
by the circumstance that, through my uncle's negligence in
looking after the books and asking for a yearly bataice-sheet,the said books remained four years in arrear.
"When, st length, by the advice of one of onr two book¬

keepers, an Englishman, named Henry Betts, an attempt wasmade to regulate our accounts, a gradual peculation of about
sixty thousand pessa in the four years wa# discovered. The
other book-keeper was a brother of the unfaithful oashier,
and the embesr.!cuent was thus easily explained."
From Leghorn Mr. Nolte removed to Hamburgh and

enters his father's house, the failure of which again led
to change of residence, and he obtained a situation in the
house of A. M. Labouchere and Troteau, at Nantes. It
was through Mr. Labouchere that he became connected
with the house of Hope & Co., by which he was sent upon
an important mercantile mission to the United States.
His duties required his residence at New Orleans, where
Mr. Nolte remained for many year* during the most
prosperous or least disastrous period of his unfortunate,
yet not unhappy life. He could bear adversity better
than prosperity. Mr. Baring said of him, and in fact
his fund of animal spirits and vitality made this man (in
no very lofty sense) 44 superior to his accidents."

D. a MAKE, BRgrsw.
State, County, and ^Corjuration ftoala. Prims

maXII.cptf WiimiMi, D. C.

EDUCATION.

FOB TBI RATIONAL UTIUiailOn.
« Wnti the warp and we*T« the woof.The winding-sheet of wit and sense ;Doll garment of defensive proof

'Gainst all that doth not gather peace."
If oar worthy old acquaintance, Oldbock, of the " An¬

tiquary," were living and observing in ©or times, WW
are disposed to think that he would find wider range for
hia philippioa than the High street of his neighboringvillage, and that his anathema upon the utilitarian ten¬
dencies of the age would not be confined to the communityof Fairport, where he imagined his appearanoe, with a
bale of linen under his arm, would make him an ebjeotof more interested obwrratiod than if he displayed on hia
finger the rare and antique cameo his nephew Hector had
brought him from Egypt. We confess ourselves to b« often
of his opinion when we look abroad and perceive how
much more regard is paid to matter than to mind; how
many more worshippers there are of Mammon than of
the Muses ; how subservient-genius has become to use-
fulness, and the coinage of the brain less ourrent Ana
that of the mint; the latter having universal circulation,while the former is restricted to the few, aud has little or
no value on the mart or in places where men most oon_
gregate.
We sometimes bend ourselves to the melancholy en¬

deavor to discover why moral and mental progress do not
keep paoe with material improvement; why the useful
continues to ocoupy an undue proportion of consideration,while the intellectual, the ideal, and the spiritual in
still confined to a class, certainly not increasing in the
the same ratio of augmentation with such as make
wealth their object and worldly advancement their idol.
Might we not go further, and point to communities in
which encouragement to the latter is in inverse propor¬tion to devotion to the former; where fine houses, finedresses, fine furniture, and fine equipagos betoken care forthe body and pride of substance; while the mind, liko thehumble dependant in the household of the great, is eon-
signed to obscurity, or comes in for a sort of second
course of such lenten fare as is left unappropriated bjappetites which, having been gratified with solids, arefain to abandon what, in the language of gastronomist*,are considered the hori d'uuorct to those whose propen¬sities are rather for the delicate than for the gross ?
We acknowledge to be often struck, and we must addsaddened, by the indifference we daily witness on thissubject. We hear continually of sohemes for the promo¬tion of what may bo called our physical prosperity'.togive facility and comfort to locomotion, to add dollai todollar, aore to acre, and tenement to tenement; to in¬

crease the products of the field and to replenish the
warehouse.but little or nothing of projects for the ex¬
pansion of intellect or for moral diffusion. We are, as
Caxon says, in the volume we have referred to, thatohers
but not upholsterers; busied with the outside of the edi¬
fice, while we neglect the interior, or leave it to be occu¬
pied by tenants we may find difficult to eject, should we
hereafter become desirous to remove them and to devote
the structure to nobler purposes. We would force men
to be sober, but do not afford then the means of becom¬
ing wise; we close the bar-room, but do not open the
lyceum. We strike at vioious enjoyments, but where are
the rational that should supplant them to satisfy the ne¬
cessity for recreation, as much a part of our nature as
the desire for food? We have penalties for vice, but
where the incentives to merit other than that which too
often owes its success to means education would teach
us to disdain. We have colleges without discipline or
restraint, households without authority, children without
obedience, servants who are masters, and slaves inoited
to rebel. And can we, in this social chaos, expect the
lamp of learning to emit other than a feeble ray, or the
cause of science to have other than timid and misgivingvotaries ? Alas, for the classic page, where consideration
dates only from the ledger ! Alas, for the fine arts, whereinterest is umpire between them and the mechanical !
Alas, for the refinements of life and of literature, where
the pursuit of them is an offence to popular prejudiceand an impediment to public favor! Alas, for morality,where " wealth makes the man and want of it ths
fellow!"

Eduoation! Oh, who can number its blessings and com¬
memorate its advantages! Not I, who have neglectedopportunities for its attainment few men have enjoyed,and who yet owe to it the only element of happinebscrooked fortune could not reach to impair. It is mysolace in sorrow, my companion in solitude, my resource
in embarrassment, my wealth in poverty, my sustainingfriend at all times. It enables me to reanimate the
images of the past; to make again tangible pleasureswhich, when they cease to be substantial, ignorance con¬
signs to oblivion. It is my purveyor of promise in the
future, for without it my Bible would be a blank and the
word of Qod an enigma. It brightens the face of nature
when I rejoice, and multiplies all my enjoyments in the
present, in the more elevated and comprehensive percep¬tions it affords me of my Creator, in the more intelligentappreciation of the bounties and wonders His providencehas spread around me. It makes me creative too, anddraws me nearer in affinity to Him. What to me would
be the heavens by night but a plane Btuddted with twink¬
lings lights, insufficient even to show me my path in the
darkness, had not education made the scrutiny of the
starry firmament a rapture, by inducing the belief that
many of those distant orbs are other revolving worlds,and beguiling bereavoment with the hope that in some
one of these I may yet encounter the loved and lost of
by-gone days, and renew associations which perhaps have
only slumbered for a season and are there to be revived
forever ? What would be earth but a surface covered
with green and sustaining animal and vegetable exist¬
ence, if education had not unfolded many of its myste¬ries, and delighted, even where it has not satisfied, cu¬
riosity in the study of others lying beyond the scope of
human comprehension ? What the universe itself, but a
sphere on which we were born to act, to suffer, and to
die, if education had not made every object in it a theme
for speculation and for wonder; from the glorious sun
that illumines it to the glow-worm, whose humble lustre
is not less matter of amazement; from the seraph, of
whom we can conoeive, bending in constant adoration be¬
fore the throne ofQod, to the reptile crawling in the dust, .

but no less endued with life which he has given, and
which his economy, minute as well as magnificent,sustains? What, in short, would be life itself, but a
poor privilege we share in common with the brute, if
eduoation had not developed mind, and, in proportion as
its capacities are unfolded, exercised, and improved,heightened our enjoyments and exalted us above that
mere animal nature which, sinful in it&*origin, becomes
more depraved by habit if left to ignorance and its own
propensities'? W. B. B,
Ellsndali, Va.

Cbicaoo, (III.) Sei»t. 27, 1854.
Messrp. Gales & Skatojj.Gkktlemf.n : My attention

has just been called to a letter bearing date the 14th of
September, 1854, written from this city, and which ap¬peared, as I am informed,-in your paper ofthe 20th or 21st.
Inasmuch as I entirely dissent from the views expressedby the writer, who uses the initials of J. F. C., and am
informed that its authorship has been attributed to me,I ask of you the favor to give this an insertion. * * *

Yours, respectfully, JOHN F. CLEMENTS.
[As we, too, do not wish to "provoke a controversy,"

we omit a part of Mr. C.'s note, not necessary to hi*
main and only material object, vis: the repudiation ot
the authorship of a letter which was written by a gentle¬
man of Chicago whose name happens to have the same
initials as Mr. Clkmints's..X«l. Intel.]

OFFICIAL.

Treasury Department, August 26, 1854.

NOTICE is hereby given to the holders of the following
described stocks of the United States that this De¬

partment is prepared to purchase, at any time between the
date hereof and the 20th day of November next, portions of
those stocks, amounting in the aggregate to $.'{,840,000, in the '

manner and on the terms hereinafter mentioned, to wit :
In ease of any contingent competition, within the amount

stated, preference will be given in the order of time in which
said stocks may be offered. The certificates, duly assigned to
the United States by the parties who are to receive the
amount thereof, must be transmitted to this Department;
upon the receipt whereof a price will be paid compounded of
the following particulars:

1. The par value, or amount specified in eaeh certificate.
2. A premium on the stock of (be loan authorised by the aot

of July, 1846, redeemable November 12, 1850, of three per
cent.; on the stook of the loan authorised by the act of 1842,
redeemable 31st December 1802, of 11 per cent; on the stock
of the losns authorised by the acts of 1847 and 1843, and re¬
deemable, the former on the 31 st December, 1867, and the i
latter on the 80th June, 1808, of 16 per cent.; and on the stock
of the loan authorised by the aot of I860, and redeemable
on the 31st of December, 1804, (commonly called the Texaa
indemnity,) 6 per eent.

it. Interest on the par of each certificate from the let of
July, 1854, to the date of receipt and settlement at the Trea¬
sury, with the allowance (for the money to reach the ewner)
of one day's intereet in addition.
Payment for said stocks will be made in drafts of the Trea- I

surer of the United States, on the Assistant Treaeursr at Bee-
ton, New York, or Philadelphia, as the parties may direct.
Bat no certificate will be entitled to the benefit of this ne-

tiee which shall not be actually received at the Treamry oa or
before the said 20th day of November next.

JAMBS OUTHRtt,
aag 28.dt20Npvif Secretary of the Trwwnuy. "


